ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missourt 63105 


Mr. Gary Batz April 12, 200] 
61 Banstock ; 

Willowdale, Ontario, M2K 2H7 i 

Canada 


I was fascinated by your article in Equilibrium on coin scales and CCDs of the 
first three U.S.A. presidents. You certainly did a great quantity of research and must have 
enjoyed it immensely. Your POYNTELL label is for Philadelphia area and New York 
area users of their separate money of account calculations and not for momey of account 
or proclamation money of Virginia. The scale Washington bought was for household use 
and thus in Virginia. The label is also illustrated with other labels from a similar period in 
the book by A. George Mallis and me on United States Coin Scales and CCDs. 

I am working on a similar problem as I have a very early scale with a label for 
specific United States use, but without date or person. It is unlisted anywhere. I have told 
Diana about it and she is helping me because the scale is English made. 

It is interesting that none of our first three: presidents had an American made 
scale, an American Label or even an English label specifying American detail. 


Keep writing, ; 
a ot 


Enc P. Newman 
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Re: Early American Coin Scales 
07/06/2001 4:06:18 PM Central Daylight Time 


EricNumis 
coinwate@mail.rosecom.ca 





Gary: | was very pleased to hear from you . My wife and | remember the delightful 
experience at Alexandria but met so many people | did not remember you and your 
wife. Please forgive me. | am glad that you obtained the early material in the 
Mahoney Estate and am sure that his research will help you in your continued 
writing, It so happens that | am writing an article on a newly discovered coin scale | 
acquired from about 1793 in which the values of foreign coins are in dollars and 
cents. | have asked Diana some questions about it and told her it was for 
Equilibrium. It will merely mention the existence of some of the scales from the 
Massachusetts colonial period and some of the scales from Pennsylvania prior to 
1800 which are included in my book and all of which have tables in Money of 
Account. | will be glad to help you as to your work but | am going to Europe in a few 
days and hope it can wait until | return. Do you know of any early American scales 
which are not mentioned in my book? If you have a photocopy or picture of the table 
in each of your early scales | would appreciate them. My best. Eric 


Friday, July 06, 2001 America Online: EricNumis 
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Early American Coin Scales 
07/06/2001 8:29:20 AM Central Daylight Time 


coinwate@mail.rosecom.ca (Gary Batz) 
EricNumis@aol.com 





Dear Eric, 

First, | will thank you for your e-mail and encouragement to write more about the above subject. Second, my 
belated birthday greetings (Coin World article about the five 1913 nickels). Have me met, you may ask? My 
wife Ruth and | met you and your lovely wife at the ISASC Washington convention. We remember especially 
well the garden party we had at Alexandria. 


In a few days when EQM comes out you will learn more about my involvement with Gene Mahoney's estate. | 
can tell you now that | purchased all his early American scales and weights and his research papers. 


Much like your foundation has George Mallis' numismatic legacy. | met George, for the second time, at 

his retirement home in September 2000 to see his Billings up close and his WT 10 shilling weight. Gene and 
George each had one of those wonderful scale boxes, a la Deblois, Billings, and another unknown who used 
the same label without entering his name. | have a Billings. 


In one of your letters to Gene you thanked him for information about a certain Dakin. Was he from Boston? 
| am researching a handful or more stories to go into EQM and would like to know where Dakin fits in. 
Anything you can contribute here will certainly be gratefully received and publicly acknowledged. 


Many thanks, 


Sincerely, 


Gary Batz 
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Re: Early American Coin Scales 
07/07/2001 2:59:32 PM Central Daylight Time 


EricNumis 
coinwate@mail.rosecom.ca 





Gary: How lucky can you be? | am putting away some of my books before my trip and 
I "trip" over COLONIAL MASSACHUSETTS SILVERSMITHS AND JEWELERS by 
Patricia E. Kane, 1998 Yale University Art Gallery. On pages 26 and 560 and 561 there 
are references to JONATHAN DAKIN described as a "mathematical balancemaker" in 
one section and as a "blacksmith" in another. He lived at the corner of Union and 
Hanover streets in Boston. The text on the lowest line of the engraved pasted on 
table on the underside of the lid reads SCALES & WEIGHTS MADE & SOLD BY JON 
DAKIN BOSTON NE. There is no engraver shown. | am sure you are aware of the 
Billings which was lot 855 in Early American History auction of 10/10/98. Perhaps that 
is yours now for all | know. | also have a scale which has a pasted in table for 
specific coins which pass in New England with values in Mass Old Tenor and Lawful 
Money which means that it was sold to help people transact business in accordance 
with the 1749/50 Massachusetts Currency Revision Act. Other than my Deblois | think 
that all of the above covers the Mass items | know about. | hope | have been 
somewhat helpful. Eric 


Saturday, July 07,2001 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Early American Coin Scales 
Date: 07/07/2001 7:11:42 PM Central Daylight Time 


From: coinwate@mail.rosecom.ca (Gary Batz) 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 





Eric, Thanks. We all have moments of despair when we cannot find things we know we have seen only a few 
days ago. Then they suddenly turn up. You can imagine with 20,000 pages of stuff from Gene | am having to 
take frequent pauses before | go and try to reduce the mountain into things | can use and things | want to 
know | have sitting somewhere else. Knowledge, as you know, is knowledge where to find it. 

Have a great trip. Are you taking the trains, travelling in comfort? Watch your baggage, | was scammed by 
three Moroccans in the Netherlands last October when changing trains. They work in teams picking up your 
bags to"help", seeing you are not as young. Then they run off. 

Gene's library included your 1976 ed. of Early American Paper Money. Now it's mine. | have had a copy for 
years, a photocopy ex ANA library when | was a member. That's all | ever got out of the ANA.. 

Best wishes, safe journey. 

Gary 

P.S. Yes, that's my Billings. 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: coinwate@mail.rosecom.ca 

Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2001 3:59 PM 
Subject: Re: Early American Coin Scales 





Gary: How lucky can you be? | am putting away some of my books before my trip 
and | "trip" over COLONIAL MASSACHUSETTS SILVERSMITHS AND JEWELERS by 
Patricia E. Kane, 1998 Yale University Art Gallery. On pages 26 and 560 and 

561 there are references to JONATHAN DAKIN described as a "mathematical 
balancemaker" in one section and as a "blacksmith" in another. He lived at 

the corner of Union and 

Hanover streets in Boston. The text on the lowest line of the engraved 

pasted on table on the underside of the lid reads SCALES & WEIGHTS MADE & 
SOLD BY JON DAKIN BOSTON NE. There is no engraver shown. | am sure you 
are aware of the Billings which was lot 855 in Early American History auction 

of 10/10/98. Perhaps that is yours now for all | know. | also have a scale 

which has a pasted in table for specific coins which pass in New England with 
values in Mass Old Tenor and Lawful Money which means that it was sold to 
help people transact business in accordance with the 1749/50 Massachusetts 
Currency Revision Act. Other than my Deblois | think that all of the above 

covers the Mass items | know about. | hope | have been somewhat helpful. 

Eric 
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Subj: Change of ISP 
Date: 40/28/2001 11:18:34 AM Central Standard Time 


From: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 
To: coinwate@attcanada.ca 





Dear All, 
Please note the change of ISP, effective immediately, in your address book. Thank you. 


Gary Batz 
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ANS Magazine 
06/28/2002 8:41:58 AM Central Daylight Time 


From: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 
To: ericnumis@aol.com (Eric J Newman) 





Dear Eric, 

| hope you are well. 

| am remiss in not responding to your wonderful letter of April 12, 2001. It was only the other day that | 
realized that yours was the only one expressing kind thoughts or any at all on my article Presidential Coin 
Scales. No other readers responded. 

| will go into this further at the end of my letter. 

At the Pittsburgh ISASC convention | was to speak on two coin scales, one Nuremberg and one a most 
interesting English cut from solid weight box from about 1690 fitted with four weights for the piece of eight 
and its subdivisions, as well as, in a square recess, nine additional smaller weights of various denominations, 
including a 3 shilling piece (for the half dollar): | still have to work through my data and pictures to make sure 
| understand what the other weights were used for. Some are pennyweight weights that have been struck up 
with pound/pence values. The box has crowned Tudor roses and the fine bookbinders too! marks as well as 
the diaper design surrounding the top of the lid. 

Diana Crawforth saw it and was astounded as it revealed definitely to her that the 
box (and probably the [fitting] weights) were London made. 

Unfortunately, the powers that had control of the timing of presentations botched the job and allotted an 
hour each to two people talking about Fairbanks scales and egg scales (UGH!!) and cut my talk short without 
warning after 4 minutes, thus did not include the early American scale. 

in the early part of my US trip | went to Colonial Williamsburg Foundation's Department of Archeological 
Research (DAR) and spent the day examining all their soil finds which included the mostly silver coins of the 
Joseph Lasser donation to CWF and commercial and coin weights. The most interesting discovery was that 
the initials VR on those early American coinweights CANNOT stand for Victoria Regina, as some (but not me 
and Diana) have suggested because the VR weights found in recent years in the well of Wetherburn's tavern 
were thrown there in 1770 when the widow Wetherburn gave up both the tavern and bed and breakfast 
business and sold the place. Archeologists call this a "sealed context". 

Having determined that Mrs. Wetherburn and Victoria never met was the highlight of my trip. 

As you may know Diana will quit as editor at the end of the year and Ruth Willard will become editor, for a 
year, she says. 

Although Ruth and | are getting along quite well, thanks to my solid coinweight background which she 
lacks, | am looking for additional magazines to send my contributions to, in view of my remarks at the outset 
hereof. 

Would ANS. be interested? Their new magazine, | think | will subscribe, should be just fine if they, as they 
say in Coin World, focus on American coins (and probably also American coin scales, | hope). Would you 
consider recommending me? 

The thought of having to vet one's reputation never occurred to me until | was asked, at Flowerdew 
Hundred in Virginia, last month to send a sample of my writing prior to allowing me access to take photos. 
Flowerdew Hundred on the James River belonged to one of the earliest VA governors. Archeological digs 
found three coinweights there, one English and two Antwerp weights. These, it seems, have been brought 
over by the English gentlemen for whom possession of a coin scale was de rigeur, part of being a gentleman. 
Other coin weights have been found at Jamestown Rediscovery (also from Antwerp and English) and 
another plantation along the James River called Governor's Land. (There is a book by that title which !| have.) 

It seems that these gentlemen were fighting on the Dutch side in the late 1500's against the Spanish (with 
the Earl of Leicester's forces in Holland) and that's were they acquired different fighting skills as well as 
coinweights. That's an interesting story better told to an audience other than ISASC, don't you think? 

If you need help with your label without date or person, please let me know, for after waiting 9 months 
patiently, | finally came into possession of a series of pages from Pocket Almanack which will date, | hope, 
every scale with a label of values. It covers the period from 1745 to 1790. It cost me a pretty penny, at Library 
Company of Philadelphia's generous research cost estimates, to be sent in advance of their work, so | might 
as well make good use of this. 

Yesterday, | finally had more word from the owner of what was possibly George Washington's coin scale. | 
was at Mt Vernon on 9/11 between 10 and 11 a.m. while the attack was in progress but we were unaware of 
the gravity of the situation and our meeting went as scheduled. Got good pictures. Another English scale. So | 
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hope to have a follow-up on Presidential Coin Scales soon. 

Americans bought a lot of things in England since as a young nation they did not have time to reinvent 
things that they could buy, albeit at a considerable cost, and with good English or Spanish silver. Coin scales 
were one such item they bought. You are correct that these presidents did not have coin scales with labels in 
them, but then you probably know that the labels came from the last pages of the almanacks. Both Gene 
Mahoney and | have concluded that, with ample support for our supposition that we started out with. 

| suspect that William Poyntell sold GW his scale, as GW bought wall paper from his store (lots of variety 
he stocked) when he was in Phila. This, of course, was what | did not say in my article, for lack of proof, but 
there weren't that many coin scale sellers to choose from, | suppose. 

Finally, | WILL KEEP WRITING. 


Please pass my name along to ANS. if they need credentials. And thanks. 
Sincerely, 


Gary Batz 
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Re: Fw: ANS Magazine 
07/01/2002 3:09:40 PM Central Daylight Time 


coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 


Reply-to: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 





Dear Eric, 

Thanks for your prompt response. 

| have received what are meant to be apologies from both Tom Dooley, the ISASC president, and Jan Macho, 
the person who succeeded me as treasurer in 1987 and who was doing the introductions at Pittsburgh on 
behalf of the people who were in charge of the Antiques Roadshow type presentations. | have received 
assurances from both Diana and Ruth Willard that my writings are appreciated and sought after. Thus, my 
sensitivities have been allayed for the time being. 


As to VR weights, you will no doubt have Withers on British Coinweights where they are shown, ## 1606-08. 
The ones found at Williamsburg in the Wetherburn Tavern's wells were also marked VR. | spent the entire 
day with Dr. William Pittman and he is most knowledgeable about W'burg's archeological finds and was very 
eager to learn about coinweights and commercial weights found there. | am glad to hear of your pleasant 
experiences. | share your feelings. It's 2 days’ trip away from Toronto, but worth the second trip within the 
year for which my pass expires early in September this year. A good number of weights do not have the VR 
but since they all look from the same time period with that dimpled knob,they most likely are from the same 
time. At any rate, the CWF finds are for the same denominations as the ones shown by the Withers. | am not 
at the stage where | can go back to my field notes but hope to write about them soon. 





As for dwt and grain weights, | have all kinds, as found in Biggs on Bullion Weights 

which | assume you have. If not, | have duplicate weights of 1,2,3,5 and 10 dwt (no 4's, why?) of the /jozenge 
type with straight not curved sides (see Biggs 2650), the ones that he shows under 2610, 2615, 2620 and 
2625. Either annulets on the reverse, or number of grains. They come in 2x2's and are presently in a 2x2 
sheet. If you don't have Biggs, | will send you copies of pages but will describe as best as | can now. 


| also have 3,4,5 dwt of the annulet only type, square. Biggs 2372 with lion marks. These are all uniface. 


Further, a few well used grain sheet weights 3,4 and 6 grains with and sans lions. With annulets. The kind 
they wanted in the colonies, no doubt. 


Further, from H. TROEMNER PHILADA. | have 1/2, 1,2 and 5 PENNY/WEIGHTS with arabic numerals that 
would be from about the late 1800's, also a handsome, new, really fresh 10 PENNY/WEIGHTS piece with 
Troemner's name on it, to identify the series (the lesser ones are the same style but no name). 


Located another run of 13 sheet weights, 1 to 8 grains, plus a 10 grain piece on double thick brass sheet, 
this run being marked with arabic numerals instead of annulets (above), with and without GR for grains, 
which Biggs dates to Victoria to ER Il, his No. 2670. 

Troemner also made US STANDARD/H. TROEMNER/PHILA. weights for 300 grains and 100 grains. | have 
no idea of their use unless it was people that weighed things in grains, there being 480 grains to the troy 
ounce. Sure easier to add and subtract with grains alone, than with dwt of 24 grains each, don't you think?. 
Anyway those were the problems people had the 19th century with numbers. 


| would want to have $6 if you pick and choose and $ 5 each if you take all of a type or run, see above 
paragraphs. Your check in advance, 30 days return privilege. The sheet weights are $ 2 each. 


Best wishes, 


Gary 
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----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: coinwate@attcanada.ca 

Sent: Sunday, June 30, 2002 9:11 PM 
Subject: Re: Fw: ANS Magazine 


Dear Gary: Do not be concerned that you replied to my letter after well over a year. | 
did not expect a reply. | am glad to try to answer your inquiries. The ANS is in the 
process of moving as you know and has temporarily slowed down its normal 
activities. For the present you should use EQUILIBRIUM regardless of your feeling 
that ISASC treated you poorly as to the matters you point out. Please tell me more 
about the weights with VR on them. As to American almanacs and exchange tables 
with exchange values in them | have a nice group You are | presume a weight 
specialist and | need a few more weights to go with some of my scales. Do you 
have any brass ones with Dwt or grains on them that you could spare? Glad you 
went to Williamsburg as | have enjoyed many happy hours there. Keep researching 
and writing. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Coin weight matters. 
Date: 07/04/2002 6:08:39 PM Central Daylight Time 


From: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 


Reply-to: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 


To: EricNumis@aol.com 





Dear Eric, 

Where to begin: The husband-wife team of Paul and Bente Withers, he Welsh, she Danish,have been coin 
dealers in England before they bought an old inn from the 16th c. or older in Wales. They went all over 
England and knocked on many doors, including mine to see the coinweights. They also photographed all of 
the Brit Mus holdings and many others you could name. Finally at the end of 1993 they came out with the 
most stupendous work on coinweights made in Britain. 


Soon they found that some had not been made in England but on the continent, but you learn a lot reading 
their book, including history. It may have an addendum some day, not soon as | gather, but this book will not 
be surpassed for decades, so we all can rest assured this is what the serious coinweight collector needs. No 
European stuff, except by default. |, for instance found weights in Dutch boxes at the end of my 1998 
European trip of 4 weeks (I do that regularly every two years) and these weights were imitations of the 
English ones. Withers and others (including me) suspected that certain weights did not quite fit in with the 
English style, but if you know the Dutch, they are the best imitators, and antique restorers there are. 


Also they had what were called hedge-minthouses (hagemunten) that had no authority do make fake coins, 
mind you with real gold often under standard alloys. The book shows about 3000 weights shown in real size, 
obv and rv. with rarity scale, based on their estimate of how many there are left, from what they have seen. 
Well worth the high price!!! For me, indispensable. Their book costs 95 pounds, and for ISASC members 
they give a 5 pound discount. That will buy you Professor of Mathematics (Imperial College, London) Norman 
Biggs' book on bullion weights. And leave some change for postage. Norman was also chair of ISASC 
England for a year or so. Good friend. Very smart. 


| have 5 weights for you, lozenge type, with annulets on the reverse and 1,2,2,3 and 5 DWTS on the obverse. 
They are English. | have no German pennyweights just a few asen, like the English grain weights. Yes you 
describe the lozenge type correctly, we assume that coin dealers’ lozenges (they also come up in tokens) are 
always that shape, although in my opinion, a lozenge is like a rhomb. Don't be afraid to have duplicates, as 
this let's you make up more amounts to weigh with. 


You can reach Paul Withers at Paul@galata.co.uk Galata is the publishing co he owns. 
| am still trying to find the pix of a set of weights shown in EQM that has VR in the bottom of the weight. 


The other DWT weights | have mentioned either repeat the obverse inscription of have the equivalent grains 
on the reverses. 


| am into coinweights and bullion and apothecaries weights, but commercial weights do not interest me as 
much, although | have a few. The bullion and apo weights are all based on the troy system.The grain is the 
same for all three systems, troy, avoirdepois and apothecaries. 


| am afraid | cannot help with the 8 oz weight with knob. Try me for other stuff you miss. 


Take your time to let me know what you wish in the way of sheet weights, they were laid in the pan 
together with the coin to make the scales balance, to determine the shortfall of the coin. 


Best wishes, 


Gary 

P.S. When | last saw George Mallis, three months before his passing,it was to see his 10 DTW weight that fits 

into my collection. He said it had been promised to you so he could not sell it to me then. Pity. But | have a 

good photo or two and will use it in my essay when | start writing about these weights. If you will sell it to me, 
Saturday, July 06, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 


Page 1 of 1 











Subj: website 
Date: 07/04/2002 6:45:51 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 

Reply-to: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 

To: ericnumis@aol.com (Eric J Newman) 






Paul's website, | forgot, is www.galata.co.uk 


wanna enna nnn enna Headers -------------------------------- 
Return-Path: <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
Received: from rly-xg04.mx.aol.com (rly-xg04.mail.aol.com [172.20.115.201]) by air-xg04.mail.aol.com 
(v86_r1.15) with ESMTP id MAILINXG42-0704194551; Thu, 04 Jul 2002 19:45:51 -0400 
Received: from outbox.attcanada.ca (outbox. attcanada.ca [207.245.244.41]) by rly-xg04.mx.aol.com 
(v86_r1.15) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXG43-0704194533; Thu, 04 Jul 2002 19:45:33 -0400 
Received: from rosecom (trt-on78-056.netcom.ca [142.154.110.56]) 
by outbox.attcanada.ca (Postfix) with SMTP id 104EC349F 
for <ericnumis@aol.com>; Thu, 4 Jul 2002 19:45:40 -0400 (EDT) 
Message-ID: <008901c223b5$69686fe0$01 01 a8cO@ca.rosecom.ca> 
Reply-To: "Gary Batz" <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
From: "Gary Batz" <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
To: "Eric J Newman" <ericnumis@aol.com> 
Subject: website 
Date: Thu, 4 Jul 2002 19:49:17 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----=_NextPart_000_0086_01C22393.E1D82A00" 
X-Priority: 3 
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal 
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 6.00.2600.0000 
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2600.0000 
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Eric, I'd be delighted. 


----- Original Message ----- 


From: EricNumis@aol!l.com 

To: Coinwate@attcanada.ca 

Sent: Thursday, July 04, 2002 4:40 PM 
Subject: Coin weight matters. 


Gary: Thank you for your detailed reply to my inquiry. | do not have either Withers 
or Biggs and | see that | need them in my library. Do you have duplicates or where 
may | order them? My knowledge of coin weights is limited as you can see. 

| certainly want to try to buy some weights from you and have to look over the 
scales | have to see what weights are missing and try to describe them to you. | 
need to replace a brass 8 ounce cylindrical weight with a knob on top because | 
need one with a flat top on the knob with 8 stamped on the knob top as mine has a 
convex top with 8 punched on the upper cylinder face. If you have one please send 
its measurements. | also need some lozenge shaped pennyweights (alternating four 
large sides with four small sides) with domino style amounts on the back with two 
concentric circles making up each dot (you call them annulets and | was not 
familiar with that term) and | presume they are German but they could be English. | 
also need some English weights which seem to have the front of a horse or other 
animal on them. | also can use various sheet brass rectangular grain weights. 
Maybe | am silly to try to complete a set of weights for each scale but | never 
thought of collecting weights for their own sake. | look forward to hearing from you. 
Eric 


wo-n-nn 2-222 ---=----- -- Headers -------------------------------- 
Return-Path: <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
Received: from rly-xd03.mx.aol.com (rly-xd03.mail.aol.com [172.20.105.168]) by air-xd02.mail.aol.com 
(v86_r1.15) with ESMTP id MAILINXD24-07041 90839; Thu, 04 Jul 2002 19:08:39 -0400 
Received: from outbox.attcanada.ca (outbox.attcanada.ca [207.245.244.41]) by rly-xd03.mx.aol.com 
(v86_r1.15) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXD37-0704190831; Thu, 04 Jul 2002 19:08:31 -0400 
Received: from rosecom (trt-on78-056.netcom.ca [142.154.110.56]) 
by outbox.attcanada.ca (Postfix) with SMTP id C34883748 
for <EricNumis@aol.com>; Thu, 4 Jul 2002 19:08:26 -0400 (EDT) 
Message-ID: <002201c223b0$35e96660$01 01 a8cO@ca.rosecom.ca> 
Reply-To: "Gary Batz" <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
From: "Gary Batz" <coinwate@attcanada.ca> 
To: <EricNumis@aol.com> 
References: <d3.dff7922.2a560cb9@aol.com> 
Subject: Re: Coin weight matters. 
Date: Thu, 4 Jul 2002 19:11:26 -0400 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="----=_NextPart_000_001F_01C2238E.98624360" 
X-Priority: 3 
X-MSMail-Priority: Normal 
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 6.00.2600.0000 
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V6.00.2600.0000 
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Subj: Re: Coin weight matters. 
Date: 07/04/2002 6:08:39 PM Central Daylight Time 


From: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 
Reply-to: coinwate@attcanada.ca (Gary Batz) 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 





Dear Eric, 

Where to begin: The husband-wife team Oe ee he Welsh, she Danish,have been coin 
dealers in England before they bought an old inn from the 16th c. or older in Wales. They went all over 
England and knocked on many doors, including mine to see the coinweights. They also photographed all of 


the Brit Mus holdings and many others you could name. Finally at the end of 1993 they came out with the 
most stupendous work on coinweights made in Britain. Sa era Sed 


Soon they found that some had not been made in England but on the continent, but you learn a lot reading 

their book, including history. It may have an addendum some day, not soon as | gather, but this book will not 

be surpassed for decades, so we all can rest assuredthis is what the serious coinweight collector needs. No 

European stuff, except by default. |, for instance found weights in Dutch boxes at the end of my 1998 

European trip of 4 weeks (I do that regularly every two years) and these ese weights were imitations o 

ase ones. Withers and others (including me) suspected that céftain weights did no quité fit in with the 
nglish style, but if you know the Dutch, they are the best imitators, and antique restorers there are. 


Also they had what were called hedge-minthouses (hagemunten) that had no authority do make fake coins, 
mind you with real gold often under standard alloys. The book shows about 3000 weights shown in real size, 
obv and rv. with rarity scale, based on their estimate of how many there are left, from what they have seen. 
Well worth the high price!!! For me, indispensable. Their book costs 95 pounds, and for ISASC members 
they give = pours discount. That will buy you Professor of Mathartaeerirne: il College, London) Norman 
Biggs' boo ion weights. And leave some change for postage. Norman was also chair of ISASC 
England for a year or so. Good friend. Very smart. 


f 
UV 
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| have 5 weights for you, lozenge type, with annulets on the reverse and 1,2,2,3 and 5 DWTS on the obverse. 
They are English. | have no German pennyweights just a few asen, like the English grain weights. Yes you 
describe the lozenge type correctly, we assume that coin dealers’ lozenges (they also come up in tokens) are 
always that shape, although in my opinion, a lozenge is like a rhomb. Don't be afraid to have duplicates, as 
this let's you make up more amounts to weigh with. 


Mi 


f 
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You can reach Paul Withers at Paul@ealala. co.uk Galata is the publishing co he owns. 


| am still trying to find the pix Ai a set of weights shown in EQM that has VR in the bottom of the weight. 





The other DWT weights | have mentioned either repeat the obverse inscription of have the equivalent grains 
on the reverses. 
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| am into coinweights and bullion and apothecaries weights, but commercial weights do not interest me as 
much, although | have a few. The bullion and apo weights are all based on the troy system. The grain is the 
same for all three systems, troy, avoirdepois and apothecaries. 


| am afraid | cannot help with the 8 oz weight with knob. Try me for other stuff you miss. 


Take your time to let me know what you wish in the way of sheet weights, they were laid in the pan 
together with the coin to make the scales balance, to determine the shortfall of the coin. 


vy: 
NOLL 


Best wishes, 


oy .O8S99ErC'941ZZD10 100 ) YedIXON = ----,=AJepunog eee 
P: S. When | last saw George Mallis, three months before his passing, it eta tlas isan eye welighh tlaat dts 


into my collection. He said it had been promised to you so he could netsetbitctosna the niaiityoiReat Ui naspepy-~ —< — 
good photo or two and will use it in my essay when | start writing about these weights. If yoo witueeéAcqpaw 
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